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“ Since I muft lofe thee, 
«¢ For pity’s fake, for love’s, oh! fuffer me, 

«¢ Thus languifhing, thus dying, to approach thee, 
«¢ And figh my laft adieu !” Rowe. 


KNOW not at what period of my life affliftion fat heavier on 

me than the prefent. After fo many weeks employment in 
fearching out materials for the amufement of my Readers, in 
which my mind has received no {mall fhare of pleafure and ime. 
provement, it is certainly a difficult tafk to take one’s leave, and 
retire from the bufy world. Perhaps it may be afked, and not 
inopportunely, why I thus fuddenly decline a continuance of that 
which has avowedly been the folace of a leifure hour, and which 
could not have an injury to the propagation of morality and truth. 
To this there is a ready anfwer,—** My glafi is run.” 

When firft this Paper was dedicated to the fervice of the 
Loungers, my conftitution and habit. of body were every way 
fuited to this tafk; there was no toil that could fatigue me, nay, 


that could even throw a damp on my ambition. My mornings 
were fpent in collecting the fcattered fweets, and my evenings 
were dedicated to a proper arrangement. In fhort, my make and 


complexion were the characteriftics of a true Peripatetick, who 
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works off his fat by exercife as faft as he gets it by application, 
Now, alas! all is reverfed. Inftead of the meagre, pallid vifage 
of a philofopher, I am the very picture of gluttony; and am 
become fo unwieldy as to be an abfolute nuifance to myfelf and 
my ftair-cafe. But that the Reader may not run away with the 
notion, that the fac fimile of good living my portrait exhibits is 
folid fleth and blood, or that this accumulation of apparent fat 
has arifen from too much indulgence, I fhall beg leave to fay it is 
quite the contrary. The truth is, that being under the neceflity 
of abftaining from roaft beef and plumb pudding, and the et 
ceteras of John Bull's table, in order that my intellects might be 
free and difencumbered, my blood and juices are fo vitiated, that 
my whole frame is in a dropfy. Indeed, my legs have been ana- 
farcous a long time, and now refufe me that aid which every 
Printet’s Devil expects in returning a proof-fheet. Some worthy 
friends have fuggefted to me the old refource of getting tapped in 
the belly ; but, I fear, before I get to the Do@or’s, fome one will 
tap me on the fhoulder; fo that what to do I cannot tell. 

Ere I conclude, there is a circumftance I am bound in gratitude 
to declare, wz. that I am indebted to three kind correfpondents for 
N¢ Ill. IX. and XIX. under the refpetive fignatures.of C, *, and 
M. Z. to whom J return my fincere thanks: the, remaining Num- 
bers, together with the Etching, are the produtions of me Abel 
Slug, Efquire, 

And now, having completed my lucubrations, 1 will juft take 
my leave with the following apophthegm ;— Living by Authority 
does not fucceed fo well with Writers as with Mail Coaches; the 
former having neither fo quick a run, nor fo good a chance of 
being turned over. 





OCULAR ERRATA, 
Page. Line. 
12. 15. for Aclogue read Eclogue, 
414. 20. for healths read breaths 
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N° 1. Introdutory Paper—Se& of the Loungers defcribed— 
‘Some account of the author, andthe entertainment promifed hig 
weaders in‘the fucceeding Numbers. 

N° II. Delimeation of the feveral fpecies and genera of Wits—. 
‘Compared to Ventriloguifts—Mr. Hercules Armftrong the moft 
famous of the Manual Wits—Anecdote of Drufo the wfurer of 
Rome. 

N° III, On the abfurdity of the gen¢rah idea, that Genius dies 


Sor want of Patronage—Particular faying of a King of France oit 


the above fubjet—The Paper concluded with examples from the 
lives of our own Poets, 

Ne IV. On the Poet Thomfon. 

N° V. Continuation and conclufion of the preceding fubject. 

N° VI. Effay on carving—Low ftate of this art in thefe king- 


idoms—Dr. William King’s hiftory of the difcovery of knives 
and forks—Defcription of the mode of carving in Rome—Some 
account of Profeflor Trypherus and his {chool. 

N° VII. The bleflings of temperance exemplified in the life of 
Lewis Cornaro. 

N° VIII. On mediocrity—Singularity in manners and drefs 
cenfured and condemned. 

N° IX. The opinion fupported, that Man is bis own maker, 

N° X. Of Converfation and Reafoning—Account of Verax and 
Loquax—A note concerning the Barber-Surgeons. 

N° XI. Cenfure on Epitaphs, with f{pecimens of feveral forts, 
and obfervations on the fame, 


N° XII, Critique on Shakefpeare’s play of Julius Ceefar. 
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N° XTIl. Conn conclufion of the above. 
‘N° XIV. Novel idéas on Education, with an entire new plan 
-for the rearing of young Men. ? 
N° XV. Shameful manner of conduding public funerals, 
introduced by obferyations on. hereditary grief. 
N° XVI. On Duelling—Schemes for the rea of the 
lives of his Majeity’s Subjects. 
- N° XVII. On the hardthips our Dramatic Poets are fubje& to 
by the ftri€tuefs of the Ariftotelian rules, 
N° XVIII. Sketch of the life and writings of Nicholas Breton, 


a Poet in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, with quotations from his 
works, 


. Ne-XEX. On the dreadful dale of the prefent age com- 


pared with the preceding, with illuftrations. 
N° XX. Concluding Paper—Portrait of the Author—Index to 
the whole, : ane of: errata. 
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